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Transcript 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Thank you, Dr. Dixon. With an introduction like that, I'm not sure I can continue, but appreciate the kind 
words and the love that we have for one another in the ministry of the Lord. We appreciate you. I think 
that wall of prayer over there is something. I'd rather have this college be known for a wall of prayer, 
then be known for a walk of protest. I'm glad we can talk to God about these people who have need, 
and we're not out using our energies and some other things that don't always speak of our loyalty to our 
country and to other matters that mean very much to a lot of us. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We love you in the Lord and we thank God for you. I have been thinking in these days about some who 
have graduated from this place and gone out into the Lord's work and have gone way beyond anything 
that they expected, to see what God is doing for them. All of that makes the investment in this 
institution well worthwhile. If I were going to have a message titled today, I would talk about People in 
the Providence of God, and I want to give some scripture before I give some illustrations of this. And 
there are two verses in the 31st Psalm that I want to read. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I'm going to read the 15th verse first and the fifth verse last, just those two verses. The Psalmist who 
was David wrote these words in verse 15, "My times are in your hands. Deliver me from the hand of my 
enemies and from those who persecute me." And then in verse five, "Into your hand, I commit my spirit. 
You have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth." It has said that John Huss quoted this verse on his way to 
the stake, where he became a martyr for Christ. It was the expression of his heart's emotion that he was 
in the hands of the Lord. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I think we ought to recognize the fact that every one of us is in the hands of the Lord. We either, as we 
have committed our ways unto his hands, or we will fall into the hands of the Lord, for the word of God 
tells us a new passage in the New Testament, passage of scripture in the book of Hebrews, that it's a 
very dangerous thing to fall into the hands of the living God. That passage of scripture was used by 
Jonathan Edwards in one of his great sermons that brought people to God. We cannot avoid meeting 
God. We cannot avoid him. For one day, as we all know, we will meet him. The word commit in this 
verse means to entrust or deposit anything of value. Reminds us of Romans 12:1, where we're told to 
present our bodies as living sacrifices unto the Lord. Bridges points out that it's easier to obey God than 
is to trust him. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We can go to the scriptures and get statements that are commands and obey him. But trusting God 
demands faith in him when everything seems to be going wrong, as well as when it's going right. This is a 
good outline or outlook on the subject of Providence. The past and present of Cedarville College is a 
result of the sovereign act of God, the providential care of God. Not all things were easy. Not all things 
were delightful. Not all things brought joy, nor do they now, as we go through life. But in the hands of 
God, he has a purpose for whatever he brings and whatever he permits us to face. The past and present 
of this school, I say, can be summed up with the word God's Providence, the unceasing activity of the 
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creator, according to Packer. Providence is the unceasing activity of the creator, whereby in overflowing 
bounty and goodwill, he opposes creatures in ordered existence, guides and governs all events, 
circumstances, and free acts of angels and men, and directs everything to its appointed goal for his own 
glory, and of course, for our good. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Dan Crawford, the African missionary, said that if we quoted Psalm 31:15 to a native, it would read like 
this. "All my life, my whys and whens and wheres and wherefores, are in God's hands." I like the native 
translation. I want to take just a minute to give you several references in the Bible, and try to quickly 
read these references so that you can see what I'm trying to say as the beginning of the message. As we 
think of God's hands and being in his hands, that means something to me, means that he saves us. In 
Isaiah 59:1. It says, "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor his ear heavy, it 
cannot hear." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I'm glad he saves us from sin and from self and from Satan and all the difficulties along the way, he saves 
us. In Isaiah 49:16, we're reminded that he sees us. It says, "See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my 
hands. Your walls are continually before me." Here, we see God with his hands and he speaks of Israel in 
this case, but he also speaks to us as believers. He has inscribed us on the palms of his hands and he has 
us out there where he can see us. And when he can care for us. He sees us. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
All my ways are before you, the Psalmist wrote. It means that he keeps us, how we delight in that verse 
in John 28 and 29, "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall anyone snatch 
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all. And no one is able to 
snatch them out of my Father's hand." I and my father are one. And so the Lord protects us and keeps 
us. I like to read, of course, an Old Testament book by the name of Jeremiah. You could imagine that, 
wouldn't you, that I'd like that book. And in that book, there's a story of the potter. And it talks about 
the potter going down, or someone going down to the potter's house, and watching him as he molds 
the pottery. And in the 18th chapter, we read the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his 
hands. So the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as it seemed best to him. Can I not do it with 
you as the potters, the clays in the potter's hand? 
James T. Jeremiah: 
So are you, in my hand, God says, speaking again to Israel, but speaking to you and for me. In Job 5:18, it 
says, he bruises, but he binds up. He wounds, but his hands make whole. I'm glad, students, that when 
we go through the difficulties and the trials and the heartaches and the suffering and the 
disappointments, and I recognize full well that you have some, and you're going to have some more, 
that God can take from and mold our lives, as we let him do it. His hands speak to us of his guidance. In 
Psalm 139:9-10, "If I dwell in this outermost part of the sea, even there, your hand shall lead me, and 
your right hand shall hold me." Means he'll bless us. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
First Chronicles 29:12, "Both riches and honor come from you, and you reign overall. In your hand is 
power and might, in your hand, it is to make great and to give strength." And of course the word of God 
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makes it clear that in his hands, he'll use us. He has something for us to do and his hands will shape us 
and keep us and mold us and make us useful in his care. Acts 4:21 says that and the hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. I've said all of this, and I might just 
make this statement and then go on to illustrate it. Through all these years at Cedarville College, we 
have been and are in the hands of God. And I'd rather be there than any other place I know, to be in the 
hands of God. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I want to illustrate, today, something about God's care for us in this regard. And I'd like to start with a 
personal testimony, give you a little word of what God did in my life, as a believer, as a sinner. I was 
born in a farmhouse out in the hills of New York, somewhere between Corning, New York, and the 
Pennsylvania border. Somebody used to talk to me about the Kentucky and Tennessee hillbillies. I said, 
I'm the same thing, except I was born in the hills of New York. We were not rich. We were poor. And I 
thank God for the memories of my home, as a boy. I remember going out in the fields and looking in the 
nighttime, and looking at the moon and the stars and wondering how it got there, how they got there. I 
had no opportunity of knowing, there was no church near. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Finally, a farmer in the area went to a Baptist church in Corning, invited me to go to Sunday school with 
him. I'd walk through the woods for about two miles and find the home and go down to that church. 
And I must say to the breaking of my heart, as I think about it, I could have gone to that church until this 
present hour. And so far as I can look back, I never, never heard the gospel. I was lost, without hope. 
Providence works, God's direction, God's difficult things. My youngest brother at four died with typhoid 
fever. My father was taken to the hospital. His trouble was diagnosed as the same, and my younger 
brother had the same disease and almost died. Back in those days, there was no medical insurance. My 
father got out of the hospital. Being an honest man, he desired to pay his bill of some, almost $3,000, 
and in 1928, that was a lot of money. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We went to live in a town, some 80 miles away, called Johnson City, New York. And as we went there, I 
became acquainted with a young man who had been in Sunday school. I went to see him one night and 
the teacher came and said, Edgar, how come you haven't been coming to Sunday school? We've got a 
basketball team. You ought to come and be a part of it. And I heard the word basketball. Boy, that was a 
refreshing word. And I started going to Sunday school to play basketball. And when I did, I had to sit and 
listen to a man who could talk about Hezekiah and Zephaniah and Jeremiah and Isaiah and Zechariah 
and all the rest of them. And when he got down about five minutes, he could get to the cross quicker 
than any man I ever heard in my life. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
He gave the gospel to those boys. And one day he came to talk to me about my soul, said I wasn't ready. 
And then he gave me a challenge. Read the gospel of John, ask God to tell you if it's true. I thought that 
was a scientific approach. So I read the gospel of John. I trusted Jesus to save me. Listen, young people, 
God, in his way has a way of doing things. Action we cannot understand. Heartache, trouble, 
disappointment, sorrow. But out of it all, it brought me to know Christ. Maybe that helps a little bit. As I 
look over the history of this college, God uses people. Back in the days when the school was founded 
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with the days of Dr. McKinney and Dr. McChesney, they were godly, Bible-believing, Presbyterian people 
who had a concern to prepare young men for the ministry and to prepare folks for the teaching ministry, 
teaching responsibility. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I thank God for the origin of this. And when we had the operation of this college back in 1953, there 
were some of those old timers who would come and say, our school has come back to what it was to 
begin with. And I'm grateful for that. How did we get it? How did we receive it? Well, Dr. Murray 
Murdoch has written a book and tell you very clearly how it happened, but let me just review it a bit. In 
the Providence of God, and I could tell you some more about that and the rest of the things that have 
happened in my life, I became pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in the city of Dayton. One night, I 
went to a board meeting, to a deacon's meeting. And as we began the meeting, one of those men, 
Harold Engle by name, came and said, "Pastor, do you think any of our Regular Baptist schools need 
property?" 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Well, I remember being a part of the board of trustees of Baptist Bible Institute, and we were looking for 
property. And I told him that we did. It reminded me that this school, his daddy lived here in this town, 
his home was over where one of the new buildings, one of the new apartment buildings is located now. 
Said, "My dad said the school was going to close or transfer." They'd go give it to somebody else. I think 
we'd be interested. I said, let's see. So he made arrangements for us to come over here, and I'll never 
forget the night that Harold Engle, one of the finest deacons any preacher ever had, and one of the 
finest song leaders any church ever enjoyed. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
We drove into the yard or the front drive, the one drive that was in the place out there, full of ruts. 
Walked into what is now the business building, the Founder's Hall, where many of the business offices 
are on the first floor, which was a large room, sort of a chapel. It was not a delightful place. The floors 
were not covered with carpets or with tile. They were oiled wooden floors. And the tall windows were 
covered with shades that were pretty well shot. We sat there to discuss the possibility of merging 
Cedarville with the Baptist Bible Institute in Cleveland. And I began to hear something about the 
doctrinal part of this institution in those days. And I said to my deacon friend, "Harold, we can't merge 
with this outfit." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
And I'll never forget the good advice of that good deacon. God bless godly deacons and their part in the 
ministry of preachers. He said, "Pastor, why don't we wait a minute and see what they mean by union?" 
Oh, good idea. So they began to talk about merging, and they suggested that some of their trustees 
would retire. Some of ours would be elected. More of theirs would resign and more of ours would be 
elected until all of theirs had resigned. And all of our Regular Baptist Bible Institute people would be the 
trustee board. And when that happened, I whispered to my deacon friend, "Harold, even a Regular 
Baptist can merge like that." Was very interesting. Some of those people on that other board had been 
friends with the school for many years. When I was pastor in Dayton, I became acquainted with a very 
fine friend, became a very fine friend, Jewish attorney. I'll never forget him, Jake Fruge[?]. 
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James T. Jeremiah: 
Jake is the man who led us in the legal matters of bringing these schools together. And when we came 
here, we had a charter for a seminary and for a college. If we had taken it over without legally merging, 
all along the way, we would've lost the charter, and the school was already without any recognition of 
its education, education department. It never had been accredited regionally. We didn't seem to need a 
seminary. And so we saw that the Reformed Presbyterians in Pennsylvania had that. And this man in the 
Providence of God, in the Providence of God, came upon the scene, to guide us along the way. So we 
kept the charter. Do you understand that if the charter was lost, it may have been impossible to have 
one granted to the school in that early condition? God had other things in mind for you, for all of us in 
these days. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Think of a man in whom God worked. His name was George Milner. George Milner was a businessman in 
Cleveland, very interesting man. I'll never forget him reading his devotions and finding some direction 
from God that morning as they started out as a group of trustees to meet here on the campus, to talk 
about the merger. He had a very definite faith and confidence in God's word. Without him, in many 
days, the financial picture would have been impossible. But George Milner was a friend, a friend of 
pastors, and a friend of college presidents, a helper along the way. One of the nice things about that 
man is I remember him is this. You could go to a board meeting, disagree with what he may have said, 
and go away, and when he got through, you could go out and have a good time together and he never 
brought it up. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
That's a good way to live. Speak your peace, not be an agitator. George wasn't that. Building where the 
bookstore is now was called Milner Hall, in honor of him. He lived to be an old man, God took him home. 
What a life he had as a businessman, a layman, in the Providence of God, in this school. I think about 
God's use of Clifford Maddox, and the faculty of this institution. Dr. Maddox had spent most of his life 
serving in the public school. When he retired, he came to this institution as Dean. He was a great friend 
of faculty members and students, had a great part in ministering to many of us. And as you probably 
know, now, his wife is in a rest home near here, and I'm sure many of you pray for her. But we'll live a 
long time without forgetting Clifford Maddox and the faculty that God brought here. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
This was not a place for academic honors. It wasn't a great honor to be a faculty member at Cedarville 
College in those days. And I have respect for faculty members who came and spent their lives, making 
this school, in those days, what it was, and helped to make it grow in the days to come. I think of some 
even who perhaps came and didn't stay. But they had a part. In God's work, in this institution, God uses 
people. He only uses things as people use them for his glory, but he uses people. I think of a man that 
you've never heard of. His name was George Arball. George Arball was the consultant sent by North 
Central for accreditation. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
In those days, accreditation was quite something. I mean, we had people laugh at us and say, it couldn't 
happen. I remember going to certain schools and talking to them about credits. I'm not going to mention 
the schools, but I could tell you a couple of them. Well they laughed at us and said, you'll never make it. 
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Why are you trying? Why don't you just quit? How do you like that for encouragement? Believe me, 
there were times, we won't tell anybody about this, but there were times when I thought might be a 
good idea. God didn't let us think that way. God didn't let us do that. George Arball was a Lutheran 
philosopher who became our advisor from the standpoint of helping us reach the standards we ought to 
have for North Central. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
I looked at him one day and I said, "Dr. Arball, do you think we can be accredited and maintain the 
biblical position of this school? If it can't happen this way, then tell me, because we're not going to 
waste money on you or anybody else. We're not going to change." Said, "You don't have to. That will not 
be a problem." During those days we were not only opposed by of the academic areas, but we were 
actually opposed by some Christian schools. They thought it was a great compromise, to ever have an 
accredited Christian institution. And letters were written and statements were made and tapes were 
sent. And fortunately none of us ever answered them. We just kept on going. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
God led in this. And I want to tell you that the way God led was through men and women. I think of 
Clifford Johnson, Ken St. Clair, Lee Turner, Don Rickard, Harold Green, and others in the administrative 
area who helped through those days, and God used people to perform his work and to fulfill his 
purpose. I shall never forget going to Chicago, sitting in a meeting, chaired by a Catholic nun, who was 
friendly to us and not antagonistic in any way. And sitting there, I think Dr. Johnson was with me, and 
we sat there and this man on the committee said, "What would you do at Cedarville College if one of the 
faculty members who signed a statement of his religious convictions changed his convictions.?" And I 
thought, quickly, Jeremiah, this is your finest hour. What are you going to tell him? And I tell you, God 
helped me. I said, "If such a person did that, they would be fired." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Listen to me, friend. That was not only true then. It's true now. And I'll tell you the word from that man, 
that day, I'll never forget. He said, "They ought to be." No one would be honest, signing a statement, 
changing, and not leaving. This man wasn't a theologian, probably wasn't even a Christian, so far as I 
know. I want to say to you, friend, that statement from that man was something, was worth hearing. 
When we were told we were accredited, the man who came to see us, when Dr. Johnson and I were 
there, said from the association, "In my opinion, Cedarville College ought to have been accredited long 
ago." And then he said this, remember we started out by saying, we're not going to change? He said, 
"Our association has changed. We have come to evaluate, with more evaluation for the principles you 
people stand for. I want you to know that accreditation is yours." 
James T. Jeremiah: 
Before I left the office of president, a man called me from the State Department of Education. 
Remember now we couldn't be, we weren't able to give teacher education. We thank God for the 
ministry and the help of Charles Wesley, Dr. Charles Wesley from Central State, who opened the door 
for us so we could prepare teachers. The days went on, and finally this man called to say, "I want you to 
know that so far as some of us are concerned in Columbus, you have one of the finest departments of 
education of any school." The Providence of God. Not man's wisdom, not man's maneuvering, not man's 
Dr. James T. Jeremiah 
People in the Providence of God 
January 22, 1991 
 
People in the Providence of God_1_22_91 (Completed  05/18/21) 
Transcript by Rev.com 
Page 7 of 7 
 
marching, not man's fussing, but God. God making it possible for the students of this day to have a 
school with high standards, with spiritual vitality, spiritual conviction, and biblical truth. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
George Arball, members of our administration. And then, due time God brought to this campus, Dr. Paul 
Dixon. I was on the search committee. The only reason I had, in my own heart, why he shouldn't be 
president of this school. You want to know? He was one of the few outstanding evangelists to reach our 
churches, and I didn't want to see him quit. But then God providentially brought him here. And I want to 
tell you the emphasis on evangelism, this school is in the Providence of God and he continues it. Dr. 
Dixon has an emphasis upon this subject that thrills my heart. 
James T. Jeremiah: 
It is his desire, as it is mine, to see every one of us as evangelists telling the story, preaching the gospel. I 
could go on for a long time, students, talking to you about God's operation in this institution. This is not 
an ordinary college. This is a special kind of school because God has had his hand in it. And God's people 
have been in his hands, that he might use them to lead this on to where it is. Thank God for you, that 
you're here. What a thrill to see God work in your lives. You know, in closing, I like to say that God has 
led here an outstanding song leader. I mean, there aren't many like him. He can lead singing of a certain 
song far surpassing, anything you hear today. And Dr. Dixon is going to come and lead us. Christ is all we 
need. 
Paul D. Dixon: 
Stand together, shall we? (Singing). Thank you, Dr. Jeremiah. The only explanation for Cedarville College 
is God. Have a good day. 
 
